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The Doll House Feminism
 The Doll house is a play about a young lady and her husband released in the 19th century during the Victorian era. It explores life in the society during this time when women were unable to perform important roles in the society or stand up for themselves. This play addresses gender discrepancies as well as how disempowered women were in the era (Templeton, 59). Nora, a wife to Helmer and a major character in the play illustrates how women suffered degradations and mistreatments from their husbands.  According to Shaw (124), Feminism is a topic that seeks to liberate women, majority of whom are enslaved even in their own homes and families. 
From the topic of the play “Dolls House”, feminism is illustrated. A doll represents the position assumed by a woman in the family. Nora, is the major character used to portray this position. She is married to Helmer who kept referring to her as a mere doll rather than his wife. Other pet names he used to refer to her included a lark, squirrel and songbird. Helmer is depicted as the ultimate decision maker of the family and Nora as a recipient of his orders, which must be adhered to otherwise, she would face the consequences.  In one instance Helmer asks “Didn’t you tell me no one had been here…My little songbird must never do that again. A songbird must have a clean beak to chirp with-no false notes!” (Ibsen 25). This depicts his authoritativeness and sternness in the family. 
Despite the cruel treatment from Helmer, Nora finds it inevitable to liberate herself from this treatment. Nora notes that “Yes, Torvalds, I can’t get along a bit without your help” (Ibsen 26). At first, Nora is portrayed as a woman who perceived money as everything, which Helmer gave her. When Linde is introduced in the play, the audience is given a different view of women.  In her conversation with Nora, Linde also depicts herself as a woman who lived a life under care of her late husband. After the death of her husband, she is left with virtually nothing of her own. She has no means or power to earn a living. The death of Husband is symbolic as it signifies the end of slavery and the beginning of feminism (Clurman, 23). 
Linde sets off to look for a job. She is successful and is able to take care of her family. Her routine seems to resemble that of her late husband when she leaves a note behind for her children noting that she would come back the following day. This is contrary to the expectations of the then society which imposed that a woman was to stay in the house (Wheeler, 7). Linde finds a job at a bank and fills up a position that was previously held by Krogstad, a man. This was surprising as the time of the era was the peak of women’s suffering. Women were not allowed to hold positions similar to those held by men. Nora sees her childhood friend Linde enjoying her rights and full of freedom after losing her husband.  
 Nora now realizes that she missed an opportunity to be treated like an equal human being. She realized that all the years she had been together with Helmer restrained her talents, wellbeing and rights. She declares upon herself that “I need to make sense of myself and everything around me” (Ibsen 26). This marked a turning point in her life and she is ready to stand up and champion the rights for women. 
In conclusion, Ibsen clearly highlighted the suffering women went through in the Victorian Era. Although this mistreatment is evident today, majority of women and human rights bodies have stood to fight for the rights of women. Women have taken up many roles and even outperformed men. 
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